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Funded by 



 501(c)(3) Non-Profit  

 TenneSEA 

 Kids 4 Clean Water Camp  

 Stormwater Education for Schools 

 Volunteer Water Monitoring Network 

 Educator Resources 



Hamilton County Water Quality Program 
 Comprised of 9 Phase 2 MS4s 

 Urbanized Unincorporated Hamilton County 

 City of Collegedale 

 City of East Ridge 

 City of Lakesite 

 Town of Lookout Mountain 

 City of Red Bank 

 City of Ridgeside 

 City of Soddy Daisy 

 Town of Walden 

 City of Chattanooga 
 Phase 1 MS4 

 



 Common Goals 
 Raise Awareness of 

Urban Impacts on 

Streams 

 

 Change Habits of 

Homeowners & 

Business Leaders 

 

 Develop 

Community 

Involvement 

Initiatives 

 



 Residential Evaluation 

& Education Program 

 Began Researching 

Similar Program in 

Burlington, VT.  

 Target Mountain Creek 

Watershed as a Pilot 

Project 

 Grant Awarded by the 

Lyndhurst Foundation to 

begin program 

development.  

 

Our goal is to encourage the reduction of stormwater runoff, in 

turn, reducing pollution in our waterways. 



 Assessment forms modeled after Blue 

Certification, LCI/Burlington, VT 

 Trained assessors canvased neighborhoods in 

Mountain Creek Watershed 

 3 Levels of Certification 

 Bronze (Basic) 

 Silver (Advanced) 

 Gold (Leader) 



 Trip to Burlington, VT 



 Trip to Burlington, VT 



My Tennessee 

 Sense of Ownership 

 Sense of Responsibility 

 The Tennessee River 

 The State of Tennessee 

 Catchy 



 Bronze 
 Remove invasive/exotic plants 

 Use native plants  

 Pollinator garden 

 Minimize erosion 

 Properly dispose of trash, 
pharmaceuticals, pet waste, and 
household hazardous waste 

 Grass clippings  

 Sprinklers on grass 

 Disconnect downspouts 

 Create riparian zone 

 Service septic tank 

 Properly use pesticides and 
fertilizers 

 Silver 
 Build rain garden 

 Use rain barrels 

 Plant native trees 

 Low-flow fixtures 

 No car-tar or petroleum sealants 

 Maintain 30ft riparian zone 

 Fix erosion problems 

 

 Gold 
 Construct more GI (bioswales) 

 Energy Star appliances 

 Replace impervious pavement 
with pervious concrete, pavers 
or grass pavers 





MyTN.org 

https://www.caribbean-sea.org/tennesea/my-tennessee/


 

 

 

 



 City of Chattanooga 

 Rain Smart Program 

 Rain Garden 

Reimbursement 

 Up to $1000.00  

 Rain Barrel 

Reimbursement 

 Up to $50.00 per barrel 

 4 barrel max 

 

 

 Program Wide 

 Discounts at Partnering 

Businesses 

 Landscape Classes 

 Award Yard Signs 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Gold Awards 
 4 pending rain garden 

installation 

Silver Awards 
 First Award 3/19/18 

 Total Awarded: 2 

Bronze Award 
 Total Awarded: 13 

26 Applications 
Received 

 

 



Neighborhood Liaisons 

 Assist Assessors 

 Generate Interest 

Neighborhood Scale 

Certification 

 Spring Valley – Local 

Developer offers $2500 

grant match challenge 

Businesses and Churches 



Marketing and Outreach 

 Social Media Posts 

 Promo Videos 

Sustainable Funding 

Source 

https://www.facebook.com/MyTennesseeyard/videos/2118489285072001/?t=0


 Improved Habitat Scores 

in Mountain Creek 

 Improved 

Macroinvertebrate 

Scores and Diversity 

Reduced Turbidity during 

Rain Events 

Heightened Awareness of 

Watershed Issues 



 

 




